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the night sky over afghanistan lights up with thunderous explosions as the united states strikes terrorist 
targets 26 days after the attack on america we will not waver we will not tire we will not falter and we will not 
fail this is the cbs evening news with dan rather continuing coverage of america fights back from cbs news 
headquarters in new york here is dan rather good evening on the first night of operation enduring freedom 
here's the latest the us counter strike against osama bin laden and the ruling taliban is underway led by 
cruise missiles and manned bombers president bush says the taliban will quote pay a price for harboring the 
terrorists the united states begins humanitarian aid flights to afghan civilians top officials say the entire us is 
now on high alert and tonight's emmy awards have been cancelled we begin tonight with cbs news national 
security correspondent david martin who's monitoring developments at the defense department david dan 
the airstrikes began at 30 minutes past noon and will continue for a few hours more they are targeting both 
osama bin laden's training camps and taliban military installations many of the strikes were around the city of 
kandahar where the taliban rulers are based defense secretary rumsfeld said these initial strikes are 
designed to clear the way for future operations we need the freedom to operate on the ground and in the air 
and the targets selected if selective successfully destroyed should permit an increasingly degree of freedom 
over time b-2 stealth bombers flew non-stop from the u.s while other long-range bombers took off from the 
island of diego garcia 
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took off from the island of diego garcia navy strike aircraft launched from carriers in the indian ocean and 
ships and submarines fired cruise missiles but the new chairman of the joint chiefs made clear this is much 
more than an air campaign while today's operations are visible many other operations may not be so visible 
but visible or not our friends and enemies should understand that all instruments of our national power are 
being brought to bear on this global menace that means commando units to go in on the ground and clean 
out the terrorist training camps when asked if american soldiers were already inside afghanistan secretary 
rumsfeld gave a deliberately vague answer if we had significant numbers of u.s military on the ground it 
would have been known the cia is already working with rebel forces trying to overthrow the taliban the u.s is 
also broadcasting and dropping leaflets among other things offering a reward for any information on the 
whereabouts of osama bin laden with bombs still falling on afghanistan two american cargo planes 
airdropped food and other humanitarian supplies into parts of afghanistan where thousands are starving this 
first day of air strikes was intended to hit dozens of targets throughout afghanistan it will end when day 
breaks in afghanistan but resume when darkness falls again dan david martin at the pentagon thanks for the 
afghan rebels today's allied airstrikes open a new and dramatic chapter in their long hard battle against the 
ruling taliban our jim axelrod is inside afghanistan and filed this firsthand report by video phone just moments 
ago we're coming to you from a mountaintop about 20 miles northeast of kabul if the picture looks a little dark 
to you it's because we've been told to use very little light the taliban has positions less than less than a mile 
from here and so the light has to be low but under the natural light of a half moon we've been watching a 
firefight unfold in the 
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watching a firefight unfold in the valley below us between forces from the united front and those of the taliban 
artillery multiple rocket launchers mortar going back and forth that's what we've been seeing what we've 
been hearing has been a series of much louder rumblings and thuds off in the distance what uh we're taking 
to be uh missile and bomb hits on the targets in kabul the united front does confirm that an air stripping 
cobble was taken out as well as the defense ministry there's no question the united front knew the american 
air attacks were coming they've been in constant phone contact with the united states over the course of the 
last several days and no question that they knew the attacks were coming tonight in fact the foreign minister 
for the united front says that this was a quote unique opportunity to rid themselves of a situation that has 
persisted far too long adding that they welcomed the help from anyone who would quote kill our enemy what 
they're going to do now the united front is wait a few days assess the damage from tonight's airstrike before 
deciding how to proceed with any ground defenses however they are expecting the damage to be significant 
enough to allow advances of ground troops all the way into kabul jim axelrod cbs news on the mountain in 
north afghanistan when he talks about advancing kabul he's talking about the so-called northern alliance 
troops not u.s troops of course within hours of the launch of the allied airstrike on afghanistan there was a 
response of sorts said to be personally from the mission's prime target osama bin laden richard roth and 
islamabad has that part of the story with the airstrikes still underway osama bin laden appeared on videotape 
broadcast by the arab language station al jazeera but recorded in daylight ready for release once the raid 
was launched he didn't admit responsibility for last 
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he didn't admit responsibility for last month's attacks in america but he praised them and said americans will 
not live in peace before peace reigns in palestine since it was recorded earlier the tape didn't prove it but the 
taliban's ambassador to pakistan asserted bin laden and his protector mullah omar were still alive adding 
thanks to god he called the air strikes terrorist acts america will never achieve its political goals by launching 
harinder's attack and the muslim people of afghanistan hours earlier he tried diplomacy and offered to detain 
bin laden for trial in afghanistan if the u.s requested it too little too late and the taliban clearly knew it they 
were already bolstering defenses moving 8 000 troops north they claimed a taliban statement said we will 
fight to the last neighboring pakistan anxiously followed the action and worried about the reaction anger from 
islamic supporters of the taliban because the government here had thrown its support behind the u.s and 
provided an air corridor for tonight's raids a government statement implored the u.s to take every care to 
minimize harm to the afghan people but pakistan's also worried about harm at home police placed the leader 
of the opposition under house arrest a mullah who'd called for a holy war if the u.s entered afghanistan he 
was silenced but his rhetoric still echoes here that's why the government here says that it hopes the military 
operation is quote clearly targeted and most of all that it ends soon dan richard roth live in islamabad 
pakistan president bush personally officially announced the launch of the u.s counter-strike early this 
afternoon in a television vision addressed to the nation and for that matter the world for more on that we go 
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matter the world for more on that we go live to cbs news white house correspondent john roberts john dan 
shortly before today's attacks commenced president bush told his closest aides in the oval office he gave the 
taliban ample notice of his demands and fair warning they chose not to heed it none of these demands were 
met and now the taliban will pay a price by the time president bush returned from camp david this morning 
there was no turning back a final offer from the taliban to try bin laden before an islamic court brought a 
sharp rebuke from the white house what part of non-negotiable does the taliban not understand said the 
president's spokesman within a half an hour of the first bomb hitting home the president was on television 
explaining to the world what was happening these carefully targeted actions are designed to disrupt the use 
of afghanistan as a terrorist base of operations and to attack the military capability of the taliban regime mr 
bush made the decision to take military action early last week he consulted last night with congressional 
leaders about the impending strikes today with world leaders including russian president vladimir putin who 


offered his full support the president sought to defuse attempts by bin laden to make this a clash of 
civilizations declaring america was a friend to the afghani people in his address to the british people prime 
minister tony blair made it clear the enemy is not afghanistan but it's taliban rulers this of course is a moment 
of the utmost gravity for the world none of the leaders involved in this action want war president bush again 
appealed to the american people for patience for a campaign that could be measured in terms of years and 
responding to the possibility of more attacks against the united states the administration stepped up security 
today closing a street in front of the state department in washington moving the vice president to a secure 
location away from the white house dan at the white house john roberts for america and american allies 
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roberts for america and american allies around the world the military counter-strike means that an already 
heightened sense of alert suddenly got a lot higher jim stewart is on security detail few u.s officials think 
osama bin laden has another attack as massive as september the 11th up his sleeve but even fewer doubt 
that he will move as quickly as he can to disrupt the us bombing campaign and given that security was 
especially alert when the attacks began in afghanistan the possibility of a counter punch was on everyone's 
mind the united states is as president bush has indicated is on a state of heightened awareness and the 
armed forces around the world are on a state of higher alert than is normal it is hard to imagine however how 
much more alert the u.s military and law enforcement could be after what happened last month while 
anything is possible most experts believe the targets most vulnerable are u.s embassies like those bin laden 
attacked in east africa u.s citizens and companies overseas might also be at risk although it is the large 
symbolic targets like u.s warships and facilities in saudi arabia that he has favored most keeping bin laden off 
balance before he can hit us again is the key say officials the only way to deal with these terrorist threats is 
to go at them where they exist you cannot defend at every place at every time against every conceivable 
imaginable even unimaginable terrorist attack and just as a precaution the us diplomatic mission in saudi 
arabia said it was closing until further notice to review its security precautions in wake of the u.s strikes on 
afghanistan dan jim stewart live in washington still to come on tonight's special edition of the cbs evening 
news on the home front game day jitters america was just in the middle of a columbus day holiday weekend 
when news of the allied air operation broke and it 
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of the allied air operation broke and it was met with both relief and some increased jitters lee cowan has 
more about this within an hour of the u.s going into battle so did the new york giants in front of some 80 000 
vulnerable fans in a stadium with a different kind of team security these days even a sandwich is suspect it 
was like this everywhere today from football venues to the streets of the chicago marathon anywhere there 
was a large number of people there was an even larger concern that home is now a war zone 2. i mean if 
somebody wanted to do something this would be a good place to do it can i hold the line right after you start 
in new york the empire state building remains on heightened alert the united nations barricaded behind 
concrete federal buildings and courthouses are under constant watch as are tunnels and bridges what we 
have to ask of people right now and the way in which they're going to find their inconvenience the most is to 
have more patience when checkpoints have to be done more checking of luggage or bags has to be done 
gateways to the nation's military bases look eerily similar to the gates at the nation's airports yet in the midst 
of it all life continues with the warning that it could all change in a new york minute you can't keep up every 
day searching every truck you you'd strangle manhattan you'd strangle the national economy but you do 
need the ability to when necessary ratchet it up very quickly put it into place but put into place where across 
the country are some six hundred thousand bridges nearly five hundred skyscrapers thousands of dams and 
water systems and more than a hundred nuclear power plants all potential targets and potential problems for 
the head of the new office of homeland security tom ridge you do need to be alert these people have chosen 
america as their battleground this is their battlefield tomorrow morning ridge will be sworn into that office the 
first day on the new job the second day of the u.s offensive his message to those worried 
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offensive his message to those worried about terrorist retaliation is a simple one don't be afraid he says be 
alert dan lee cowan live in lower manhattan thanks just ahead on tonight's cbs evening news the show does 
not go on at the emmys televisions already once postponed emmy awards were cancelled late today for the 
first time ever sandra hughes tells you the decision came only hours before cbs planned to broadcast the 
emmy ceremonies at la shrine auditorium they were just hours away from stars arriving on the red carpet 
when the plug was pulled there was a general feeling of people feeling uncomfortable people feeling it was 
not a day to celebrate this may be the first cancellation of the emmy awards in the show's 53-year history the 
program was postponed last month after the september 11th attacks tonight's show was to be a scaled-down 
version of the usual hollywood-style celebrity extravaganza there was heightened security and the event was 
to have had a more somber tone in addition many stars just planned to stay home some of the expected 
winners like the cast of sex in the city and the sopranos were to accept their awards at a new york location 
publicists and stars took today's cancellation in stride and i think they made the appropriate decision it didn't 
seem right to have a celebratory moment our troops and other people in the world and afghanistan are in 
danger this is the latest in a series of cancellations of hollywood events the latin grammys were cancelled the 
night of the world trade center attacks several movies were postponed indefinitely and hollywood has been 
struggling with what tone to take during this american tragedy i wasn't certain that it was appropriate to be 
back on the air either david letterman was widely praised for easing america back to normalcy and hollywood 
was thanked for the unprecedented telethon that raised millions for charity 
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but for the most part hollywood has kept a low profile especially after the fbi warned studios they could be a 
potential terrorist target dan sandra hughes thanks coming up next year on the cbs evening news pride and 
remembrance [Music] updating the headlines of the moment 26 days after the attack on america the u.s 
fights back u.s and british armed forces struck taliban and terrorist sites in afghanistan with 50 cruise 
missiles among other things president bush said today's salvo marked only the start of a quote sustained 
comprehensive and relentless campaign against terrorism for the families of the more than 5 600 people who 
died in last month's attack the sense of loss remains very real but as eric berg tells us for the members of 
one u.s defense department family even a sense of double loss does not dim their pride darren h pontel 
darren pontel's graduation from the naval academy three years ago was a happy occasion that had its roots 
in a family tragedy twelve years ago darren's older brother stephen training to become a navy pilot was killed 
in a crash aboard a carrier soon darren set his course on the navy his older brother was an academy grad 
who didn't finish the job he started out to do and i think daryn wanted to finish that job and at graduation he 
shook the president's hand and pointed to his parents i wondered wow what was he doing was he saying i'm 
number one no he said what i was doing was like saying mom and dad i did it when darren married his wife 
devorah it was steven's officer's sword that cut the wedding cake just so you know the the sword that was 
used in the cake cutting was my brother's sword steven's sword and we needed to have him here in spirit 
one wall of the pontel home in 
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in spirit one wall of the pontel home in columbia maryland has long been devoted to steven's memory and 
now sadly they are planning a second permanent tribute to darren who was killed september 11 when the 
terrorist controlled airliner crashed into the pentagon offices where he worked the pentagon had been his 
second navy assignment after six months as an intelligence officer aboard a carrier the fact that he was ona 
ship for six months made me so nervous not knowing what was out there and who was out there and and 
then um just it was very scary and uh when he went when he said he was going to the pentagon i thought 
this is great not to worry he was on the fast track training to be one of the few who gives intelligence briefings 
to senior admirals darren was incredibly thoughtful and generous and he had a sparkle in his eyes and a 
smile that would just light up the room just it was amazing there is grieving and anger at the attackers in the 
pontel household but mostly there is pride boys were doing what they wanted to be doing they were proud to 
be americans and to serve their country hopefully our sons die for a reason that would keep us free two 
weeks ago lieutenant darren pontel u.s navy was buried next to his brother stephen eric engberg cbs news 


columbia maryland with those american fighting men and women in action tonight we want to consider a 
paraphrase of what general james gavin once said the eyes of the world are upon you the hopes and prayers 
of every american go with you and that's part of our world tonight stay here with cbs news in this cbs station 
for the latest on america strikes back including a special hour edition of 60 minutes that's coming up later 
tonight as well as complete wrap-ups tomorrow on the early show and here on tomorrow's cbs evening news 
with a reminder again special two hour 
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a reminder again special two hour edition of 60 minutes tonight i'm dan rather cbs news in new york good 
night for news 24 hours a day cbs.com on the internet and on our interactive partner america online at 
keyword cbs news [Music] experience you can trust cbs news 


END 


